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Rationale of English Literature in Nepal

Dr. Chandan Singh Bohara

Introduction :-
~According to Oxford advanced learner's dictonary, literature is defined as "Pieces of writing that
“are valued as works of art,especially novels,play's and poem's." The concise Oxford Dictonary
“defines it as " Writings of country or period or writings whose value lies in beauty of form or
“emotional effect.” Literature has four major forms: essay, ficton, poetry and drama. Literature is
“aptly defined as mirror of life. A good book of literature speaks of imaginary people so vividly
“and effectively that they seem more arresting and interesting than the people we almost always
“see on our course and can make us take care of it's characters as though they are our friends . We
~are curious about each other, so are we about ourselves. Why do we behave as we do? Why do
- we grow emotional ? What are the causes of our actions? Literature does give hints and suggestions
which encourage insights of our own. The writer who very well knows people and more openly
shares his knowledge with us is rated higher . Shallow or insincere writers are judged inferior .
Even imaginative fiction is required to offer truth and sincerity.

- Undoubtedly, desire for pleasure gives birth to literature. In meeting the demands of their arts the
- writers find one source of pleasure while in witnessing the pleasure their work gives to the
- readers they get another. We readers are pleased by literature because it imitates life. In fact, it
present the writer's visions of life as it is or as it ought to be. It manage it's imitation only through
~ the medium of words. Writers should be very adept at handling words to get desired effects from
 them . The words should fit the subject or the actions and the characters of a work. How each of
h the forms of literature uses words, we should make two kinds of distinctions about the language
- of literature. Firstly, we can distinguish between the ways in which the words in literary works

correspond to the world of experience, and secondly, we can distinguish between the ways in
- Which those words are communicated to a reader. In regard to know words are related to the
experience of the real world , we can observe that they are used either to create imaginary people

and events or to give immediate expresion to ideas and feelings about experience.

In it's purest form the essay uses words to express ideas which are addressed directly by the
essayist to the reader. Thus it's basic quality is persuasion. The poem in its purest form uses
words to express feelings addressed by a speaker talking or thinking to himself or herself. It's
essential quality is meditation . The story uses words to create imaginary people and events
through the report of a story teller to the reader. It's essential characteristics is narration and the
play uses words to oreate action through the dialogue of the imaginary people talking to one
another rather than to the reader. It's essential quality is thus interaction.

i

- Why study English literature in Nepal?

tis not only in Nepal that student study english literature as an optional course in P.C.L. Bachelor's
and Masters levels in the faculty of Arts, but student of almost every university abroad too select
english literature as an optional or compulsory course at almost all levels . The only most striking
and believable reason why english prevails so widely may be that english is spoken all over the
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world as the only universally intelligible means of communication . English emerged as an
influential tongue form just a vernacular in medieval age through the lines of poetry by Jeoffrey
Chaucer. In the 14th century Latin and French were so influential that they were the media of
most literary works. More prominent than the other dialects of the english language were the
following four: The Southern, The Midland, The Northern and The Kentish. Chaucer picked up
the East Midland dialect and employed it in his works to express his fellings and views resulting
from his first-hand or second-hand contemporary experiences . This is why he is called the father
of english literature as a whole. As a tribute the following words are aptly expressed :

Father of verse ! who in immortal song
First taught the muse to speak the english tongue

His literary works like "Canterbury Tales " and " Prologue to Canterbury Tales " present life as
he sees it and leaves other to draw the moral . His age was that of transition, which shows a shift
from the medieval to the modern times , the emergence of the english nation from the " Dark Ages
"to the age of "Enlightenment." his was the medieval age also termed "Dark Ages " characterized
by unsceintific, superstitious, chivalrous, religious-minded and backward people. The words of
English handled by him sincerely portray the then unscientific backward people, what they do or
think and what not . He was a representative and chronicler of his age. It is not quite an exaggeration
to state that it was with Chaucer that the dawn of english literature broke :

In regard to his contribution to english literature , we can observe that he substituted the regular
line with end-rhyme which he borrowed from France for the reigning old-fashioned measure in
the realm of poetry . The following is an instance taken from "Canterbury Tales":

His eyen twinkled in his heed aright
As doon the sterres in the frosty night.

The characters portrayed in his " Prologue to Canterbury Tales" are not confined to one age or
one place only . Chaucer does not forget the universal beneath the particular, the dateless beneath
the dated . The portraits in " Prologue to Canterbury Tales" form not only an epitome of the
society of fourteenth century England, but the epitome of human nature in all climes and ages.

Chancer has equally made his conducement to the novel. his " Prologue" can rightly be called"
The Prologue to Modern Fiction." It can be a novel in verse . This contribution to the drama can
be evidenced with the fact that there are here and there, dramatic element in " Prologue to
Canterbury Tales." The characters reveal themselves through what they say and do. Even the
tales they tell are confroming to their characters, prejudices, temperaments etc,

However his poetry is critiased to be devoid of " High Seriousness", characteristics of all great
poetry. It is believed he wrote for the court and cultivated classes who were indifferent to the
suffering of the poor. Despite all this ,he has served as a pioner to the writers in english or any
other language in every nook and corner of the literary world .

English literature has no doubt, precedence over Nepali literature in multifarious respects. The
first poet of English, Jeoffrey Chancer,was born in the 14th century and the first poet of Nepali,
Bhanubhakta Acharya was in 1814. There is about a four-century gap between the origins of
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English Literature and Nepali Literature. Literature in Nepal seems to have started a few years
after a very important literary epoch the romantic age had started in English Literature. It is a
truism to say that the form , the content , the art of word selection, using figures of speech ,
presenting feelings and ideas through symbols or images in a brief or average way, the act of
abiding by the traditional literary rules or avoiding these rules and writing freely have to some
extent, been imparted to Nepali Literature by English literary activities and modes.

William Shakespeare, the greatest writer of English, to occupies a non-pareil position in English
literature because his plays are of universal significance and highly superior to those of his
contemporaries because of his wonderful poetry, his sympathetic humanity and broad-mindedness
His superb mastery of his medium, and his deep insight in to human nature which ever remains
the same . Human beings come and go,but human nature remains the same. Ben Jonson said that
Shakespeare" Was not of an age but for all time." Legouis suggests that " he was not of a land,
butof all lands" a Japanese student, on being asked if he could understand and sympathise with
the characters in As You Like It , replied:" Why not? They are all japanese!"

English literature, especially poetry which deals with powerful feelings of the poet enshrines as
aunique treasure of the best things he or she has ever thought . Robert Browing (1812-1889) in
his religious poem "Rabbi Ben Ezra " gives the message that the period of youth is a period of
more excitements, and no definite judgement could be passed in this period, but old man can
form a true estimate of his life's activities. Just as age is necessary to find out what is good in
human life, so death is necessary to take us to the next higher world . We should not fear death
. The further says that the human should is the cup formed by god , the potter. This cup will be
placed on the festal board in heaven and God will taste the wine poured in it. His lips will grow
ruddy as he drinks from the cup of the human soul . Rabbi prays to God to take and use his soul
in his service and purge it of all the impurities of the earth . The following are worth quoting in
this refrence ;

As it was better, youth

Should strive,through acts uncouth,

Toward making, than repose on ought found made;
So better, ago exempt

from strite, should know,then tempt

further thou waitedst age;wait death,nor be afraid .

e

Look not thou down but up !

To uses of a cup .

The festal board, lamp's flash and trumpet's peal

The new wine's foaming flow .

The master's lips aglow !

Thou heaven's consummate cup, what needst thou with earth's wheel ?

Their is much more in the poem for the reader . Wordsworth by defining poetry as " Spontaneous
overflow of powerful fellings recollected in tranquillity..." adds such a doctrine to the world of
literature that has ever since pioneered the feature generations toward the easy composition of
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poetry . T.S. Ehiot's concept of Tradition and Individual talent and objective correlative have
been guiding the writers towards the creation of truly classic and symbolic poems .

T'he English Romantic movement (1800-1830) has as such influnced our great poet Laxmi Prasad
Devkota (1909-1959). His early and later poems have romantic elements to reflect in abundance.
In his " The Lunatic " (1956) he wears the persona of a Lunatic . He imaginatively says:

I have called the Nawab's wine all blood ,
and the courtesans all corpses,

and the king a pauper

Your highly learned men are my big fools,
Your heaven is my hell .

your gold , my iron .

Friend, your piety, my sin .

How can we forget or miss the instructive power there are following literary quotations in english
bear ;

(1) " Every man is poet when he is in love," Plato

(2) "Anold man is twice a child ," Shakespeare : Hamlet i

(3) "A thing of beauty is a joy for ever..." John Keats

(4) "The child is father of the man," Wordsworth : My heart leaps up

(5) " If winter comes, can spring be for behind ?" P.B.Shelley

(6) "Better toreign in hell than serve in heaven," Milton : Satan's statement in paradise lost.
(7) "Some are born greate, some achieve greateness and some have greateness thrust upon

them ," Shakespeare : twelfth night

(8) "Their is nothing either good or bad,but thinking makes it so," Shakespeare

(9) " Cowards die many times before their death, Shakespeare

(10) "Some books are to be tasted, other to be swallowed and some few to be chewed and
digested," Bacon of studies

We can rationally observe that english literatute in all it's aspects has more or less provided the
literary cultures of almost all the countries with the theories like romanticism, realism, naturalism,
symbolism, imagism, modernism, impressionism, expressionism, surrealism, structuralism,
deconstruction, cultural studies etc and made it easy and possible for different countries to import
their ideas and cultures . i.e: the best things ever thought, to one another.

English literature is said to have taught both the academicians/ students and the layman how to
form thought and ideas how to express them or how to read and understand a work of literature
inalanguage so as to produce the desired result. Also it has as an extra contribution given the
world most dazzling philisophies from the best minds preceding over most others in the precincts
of literature.
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Teaching Listening Skill

Laxman Bhatt

This article presents a brief account of importance of English as well as methods and
techniques of teaching and testing listening skill in grade IX and X in Nepal.

1.

Background:-

In Nepal, ELT (English Language Teaching ) has crossed a century and a half with
numerous twists and turns since the establishment of the ever-first school named
Darbar High School in 1910 V.S. It was the first educational Institute in Nepal
where English was taught as a subject because then de facto Prime Minister Jung
Bahadur Rana had felt the immense importance of English after his offical visit to
England. However, upto that time English was still confined to the reach of so,
called upper class Nepali people, especially Ranas and their Kiths and Kins.

Similarly, the foundation of Tri-chandra college in 1975 V.S. marks the formal
beginning of English in higher education in Nepal. Since then all Nepali people had
an easy access to English. With the passage of time, the importance of English
encreased inside the country and out in the world. Such wide spread of English
raised the status of English in Nepalese currcula as a compulsory subject from grade
IV to Bachelor's level. The English has now been considered as a global language,
a source of knowledge to the peole on the global scale. Besides that, the English
became more important after it got to be recognised as an official language of regional
and global organization like UNO, SAARC and ASTAN.

According to Geoffery (1978), of 4000 te 5000 living languages, English is by far
most widely used language. About 300 million native speakers of English are to be
found in every contient and equally widely distributed body of second language
speakers who use language for their day to day needs totals over 250 million. Barriers
of race, colour and creed are no hindrance to the continuing spread of English. It's
the international language of international aviation, sports, films, T.V.channels and

radio news etc.

What is Listening ?

Listening is the ability to identify and understand what others are saying. This involves
understanding speaker's accent or pronunciation his grammar and his vocabulary
and grasping his meaning. An able listener is capable of doing there four things
simultaneously.

Importance of listening skill :-

[f we look at the natural order in which one learns language skills in his/her native
or foreign language is listening , speaking ,reading and writing .Listening is the first
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ol Tourand most important skill of a language. Good histening habits are important
lor eltective and efficient learning whether one is learning in primary grades or
higher Tevels: Listening skill is pre-requirite for learning other skills viz, Speaking,
Reading and Writing, Without acquiring histening skill first, correct spoken English
lanpuage 15 unexpected, One can't develop speaking skills unless one develops
hastenimg skills: to have a suceessinl conversaion students must understand what
tsosiid to themy Later i their Tife the ability to understand spoken English may
become very important such as for listening to the radio, understanding foregn
visttors and studyimg higher education ete, To develop this ability students need
plenty of practice in listening 1o English spoken at normal speed. By listening
learners ncquire the language - pick up structures and vocabulary. The more language
expostre 1o thistdents, the better and faster they learn. Therefore, the teachers of
nplish themselves should speak English more instead of traslating into mother
tongue as well as give as much opportunity to students to listen to spoken English
as possible,

Place of Listening in Present Curriculum :-

Needless to say, histening skill is the first of four and the most important language
skl However, this skill was totally neglected in the traditional curriculum in Nepal,
In that curriculum only the two language skills i.¢. Reading and Writing-secondary
languape skills were focused and emphasized whereas listening and speaking were
cplected . Butnow with the inventions of new approaches, methods and techniques
i the field of teaching and learning has brought change in the pespective of
academicians, educatiomsts, curriculum designers and textbook writers towards
language teaching, As aresult, all language skills: they be productine or receptine,
primary or secondary, are considered to be equally important so as to cultivate
communicatine competence in young learners. Therefore, in new Secondary
Fducation Curriculum of compulsory English <2057, teaching and testing of listening
and speaking has come into existence.,

[ we look at the marks allocation of different four language skills-8,12,45 and 35
marks have been allocved for listening , speaking | reading and writing respectively.
I'he allocation of marks for different language skills as discussed above can be
presented diagramatically as follws:-

Speaking
12%

Reading
A5%

Lisrening
8%

SN BN 0 A A =

Wriring
35%
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Although marks distribution for listening sl

it is as much important as other skills from linguistic |
of opinion that no single language skill can be taught 1
are equally important and should be taught integrative!.

5. Specific Objectives of Teaching Listening :-
According to new secondary Education Curriculum o)
V.S., the specific objectives of teaching listening are as !

L' listen to spoken text understand the gist and retrieve spc
L? record in note or summary from the main points of spokc
L? respond appropriately to spoken direction or insturictions.

6. Should listening be taught by using a cassette or teacher’s own voice:-
Listenig skill can be tought by using either a cassette recorder or teacher’s is o
voice using a cassette in a classroom is known as ‘recorded material’ and use ot
teacher’s own voice in known as ‘ live-material’. althought using a cassette recorder
gives a change for students to listen to a variety of voices by the cassette even the
voice of a mantain speaker can be brought in to the classroom. It’s true that students
who have only heard english spoken by their teacher often have difficulty in
understanding other people . It’s because when we listen to some one face to face
there are many visual clues which help us to listen .when we listen to a cassette the
clues are missing . therefore listening to a teacher is easier asthe students are helped
by his gestures,facial expressions and bodily movement . That’s why livemeterials is
more beneficial and effective in our contest because keeping a tape recorder in a
school is not only expensive to buy but also inappropriate where classes are
considerably large lacking adequate furnoiture . In such situation, teacher’s voice in
the best way throught which listening skill can be taught .

7 Three steges of teaching listing :-
The process of teaching listing follows the three stages as mentioned below:-

i. 1% stage ————— pre - listening
ii. 2" stage———————while - listening
iii. 3" stage post - listening

In the first stage , some kind of warm-upexercises are done before the listening text
is played to the students. they are given background information on the content of
listening and the tasks the students will do . This is a preparatory stage in which
students are prepared for listening some guiding questions also can be set to the
students to exploit the text,

The second stage of teaching listening is called while-listening . In this stage , the
students listen to the text to do some task .The text is played for listening and the
students are asked to do exercieses like matching , fill in the blanks, sequencing ,
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ticking off items, true/ false etc. The cassette can be played as many as three times
to enable them to grasp the information of the text .

The third and the final stage of teaching listening is the post listening stage which is
also known as ‘follow-up stage. In this stage the students work on the information
or ideas gathered from listening in the second stage . The activities for this stage
may include - presenting the summary, retelling what has been heard , writing the
notes in paragraph form.

8. Testing Listening
Undoubtedly testing 1s of vital importance in teaching learning activities because it
not only determines how far the student have grasped but also reflects what extent
the teacher has been successfull to meet the objectives of his / her teaching.

Testing of listening skill is very difficult in our situation because we lack technological
appearatus which test wheather the students have achieved the authentic language
behaviour of native speakers or not however the simplest way through which we
can test the listening skil of our student is by playing a casette or using a teacher’s
voice and asking them to do some certain activities through which their listening
comprehension can be assessed . The following types of questions can be designed
for assessing listening skill .

a) Multiple choice

b) fill in blanks

¢) True/False

d) Tick the correct

e) Ordering

Apart from these dictation and note taking can also be effectively need for the

assessment of listening .
English Teacher -Shree Manilek H.S.School Melauli Kanda
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I. Fundamental of Computer Application - FCA

2. Safety Principles & Environment - 'SPE

3. Computer Programming - (Access, VB, SQL) - CP

4, Computer Base Management System - DBMS

5. Fundamental of Web & Graphic Design - FWGD

6. Fundamental of Computer Hardware = CHOE

7. Networking Fundamentals (LAN,WAN,MAN) - NF

8. Fundamental of System Analysis & Design - FSAD

9. Communication Skill & Entreprenuership - (CHE
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, if we want to show our feeling and expressions. we must
¢ expressions code . It is necessary to use shortcut keystroke

| MM!M&I expression and to save time . Some of commonly used

symbolic expressions and their meaning are given ;

dever - Foreever AFAIK - As Far As | Know

ASAP - AsSoonAsPossible B4 - Before

DGT - Don't Go There EOM - End Of Message BBN - Bye Bye
EYl - For Your Information G2H - Go To Hell F2F - Face To Fa
1DGI - | Don't Get It IOW - In Other Words IRL - InReall
IDK - 1 Don't Know G2SY - Glad To See Ya
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